
Intellectual Property Rights Working Group, Voluntary Disclosure Sub-Working Group Draft 

Recommendation 

 

The COAC formed a Voluntary Disclosure work group to review the recommendations made at the May, 

2014 COAC public meeting. The work group has determined that because of the potential litigation risk 

contained in the Voluntary Disclosure July 20, 2010 document for both CBP and the trade, and the lack of 

benefits to the trade contained in the document, a pilot of this program is not viable. The COAC 

recommends that a pilot of this Voluntary Disclosure program for IPR should not be initiated by CBP. 

 

Anti-Dumping/Countervailing Duty Working Group Draft Recommendations 

 

COAC recommends CBP utilize CSMS messaging to more actively push out AD/CVD information in the 

following circumstances: (1) when a petition is initially filed with the Department of Commerce and at the 

time of initiation (2) for every scope review determination by the Department of Commerce, with efforts 

made in conjunction with the DOC to summarize the scope ruling in the most readable/understandable 

way possible.  CSMS messages should also contain links to the DOC case in question and contact 

information at CBP and DOC for questions.  The target date for development of this process is within 90 

days, recognizing that individual cases can involve language that is very technically complicated and the 

ability to summarize in a more simplified way may vary and take more time.  

 

COAC recommends CBP work with specific industry sectors to develop additional industry outreach 

related to AD/CVD issues with particular emphasis on reaching further down the supply chain beyond the 

traditional importer and domestic industry community.  This outreach should include additional 

coordination with other agencies such as the Department of Commerce, the Department of Justice and 

ICE/HSI, as well as harnessing and building upon the expertise at the Centers of Excellence and 

Expertise.  The target date to develop and outline a strategy for this is within 90 days with a 12 month 

target to begin to implement new strategies. 

 

COAC recommends CBP undertake a dedicated communications initiative to further develop and 

improve information systems currently communicating AD/CVD information to stakeholders.  Specific 

areas of focus should include (1) more prominent highlighting of AD/CVD information on the current 

cbp.gov website (2) communicating additional case-specific information such as “fraud alerts” and other 

appropriate “concerns for the trade” (3) better coordination of AD/CVD web portals/web content 

currently managed by other agencies and (4) continued development of FAQ’s working in conjunction 

with the trade and other agencies.  We recommend ongoing coordination with the trade as much as 

possible with all of these communication efforts.  We recognize the ongoing work currently taking place 

in these areas and recommend a target date of 12 months to develop a more fully dedicated 

communications structure.   

 

COAC recommends consideration in the longer term of the idea of a single, multi-agency managed 

website dedicated to AD/CVD.  AD/CVD has a unique and particularly complicated set of laws, 

regulations and policies with multiple agencies involved in management of the AD/CVD process.  The 

existence of one single website or other communications portal dedicated as an umbrella for AD/CVD 

information could provide significant long term value for all stakeholders. 

 


